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Editorial 
 
 
 
Must be spring – the bl**dy rain hasn’t 
stopped for days.  Cobra skulking in the 
garage – hasn’t really been out since that 
strange man came round with a camera and 
tried to get me to lie naked on the bonnet for 
his magazine.  Near thing for the readership, 
that was.  On a more positive note, the 
Mustang runs – the old umbrella-handle 
handbrake was a bit touch-and-go for the 
MOT, but she made it, and once DVLA can 
get their useless arses into gear it’ll be 
registered and I will be able to drive it.  
Incredible – they trust a garage mechanic to 
check it over and proclaim it safe to travel at 
high speeds on the road, but they won’t trust 
anyone but their juvenile officer to read the 
chassis number and match it to the 
paperwork, so I have to hire a trailer, borrow 
a car with a towball and take a day off work 
to show it to them for five minutes. 
Enough – rant over.  We’re all looking 
forward to Silverstone, aren’t we?  If the 
rain holds off, it should be brilliant.  There 
are some fantastic races lined up, and I think 
the Jack Sears Trophy will get my vote.  
Make sure you book your tickets now, at 
50% booked in advance – see details later. 
 

Roger King 
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Building your dream car and the cost!! 
 

This story goes back some time before the compulsory SVA legislation came into 
force and this influenced the whole strategy.  The first difficulty was to decide what 
car I wanted.  I am by no stretch of the imagination a mechanic so I had to get Dad’s 
help.  I wanted a classic sports car that would be practical to own and maintain, Dad 
wanted high engineering design integrity that would translate into an easy build that 
was safe for today’s roads.  I wanted a car that would be an accurate copy rather than 
something that was instantly recognisable as a kit car.  Looking through the 
magazines and visiting various shows led to close examination of Hawk Cars Limited 
products. 
We visited Gerry's workshops and were impressed by the quality of all we saw.  
There was no doubt that the 289 replicas were impressive but the shape and the 
simplicity of the AC Ace coupled with purity of line was breathtaking. The use of 
basic MGB suspension with panhard rod location of rear axle coupled with the 
smoothness of a six cylinder engine would potentially capture the spirit of the original 
Ace.  So the choice was made to build an AC Ace replica.  Discussions with Gerry 
about our thoughts and requirements confirmed our choice and he suggested either the 

BMW or Triumph 2.5 as the most 
appropriate engine choice. 
We chose the Triumph 2.5 with 
overdrive and elected for the use of 
carburetors.  This would have the right 
power delivery to provide a relaxed 
touring car with overdrive yet have 
good mid-range power for sensible 
road performance. Gerry's approach 
was practical, helpful and confidence 
inspiring so an order was placed. 
 

Previous car and car building experience 
 
This was to be a team effort – I was to supply the money and a willing pair of 
hands whilst Dad did the construction!  Since at the time I lived almost 75 miles 
from Derby in Northampton my real role was to appear at weekends and do the 
nasty dirty cleaning jobs and to encourage, progress and chivvy Dad!  Dad's 
qualifications were a lifetime of mucking about with cars from Austin 7's through 
to Alfa Romeos, an Alvis, Alldays & Onion, a Frazer-Nash and a Lancia Lambda 
– in other words, well grounded in vintage car rebuilding and maintenance!  His 
only experience of kit cars was building a Westfield – although it took him 
almost 7 years to complete, the result was fantastic.  Unfortunately it was so fast 
that he feared for his license, rapidly sold it and bought a 1936 MG PB instead!! 
 
Donor car and experience of stripping/rebuilding 
The build manual was easy to follow even though we didn't always follow it!  
Because of space constrictions we elected to complete the build from scratch with 
the body in place.  At least the experience would be invaluable from teaching us 
how to cope in any emergency overhaul!  One vital criteria was that the car had to 
be easily maintainable by any competent mechanic.  Therefore simple mechanics 
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with a readily available source of new spares was met by the use of MGB and 
Triumph major assemblies. 

The donor car was an MGB that came 
with the essential logbook and the right 
back-axle for width and wire-wheels.  We 
found that the chassis and body panels 
were so rotten that they needed replacing!  
Of course we made sure that all changes 
were duly recorded on the cars documents, 
including replacing the engine.  The really 
impressive part of the build was the 
precision of Gerry's manufacturing -                              

everything bolted simply in place with all holes lining up exactly.  All mechanical 
parts were cleaned, stripped down and any worn components replaced with new or 
refurbished to new condition.  We used standard MGB front suspension and steering 
with the recommended springs and elected to use Gerry’s panhard rod conversion at 
the rear with the rear springs to Gerry's specification complete with his spring 
mounting mods to ensure the correct ride height and to have the wheels fill the wheel 
arches correctly.  Triumph front calipers with MGB V8 discs and standard rear drums 
with dual master cylinders with balance bar were selected and a separate dual line 
servo for the brakes was decided on, although not technically needed. 

 
Modifications/improvements 
 
The modifications we made were cosmetic in nature to ensure that the details of the 
car matched the Ace. We therefore modified the shape of the dashboard to match the 
Ace and this required the driver's floor to be modified to lower the position of the 
drivers feet and thus giving the drivers knees clearance under the dashboard. Great 
care was taken to match the instruments and switches in type and size to the originals. 

 
 
The engine was rebuilt completely taking the 
opportunity to take the bores out to the 
maximum +.060" condition to give nearly 2.6 
litres and the head was skimmed to give the 
European high compression standard whilst the 
flywheel was lightened to TR5 spec.  The 
camshaft was changed to a slightly sportier 
profile - very close to the PI camshaft but with 
slight changes to the profile to suit the use of 

carburetors.  The aim was to maximise mid range power at the expense of top end 
performance to give a very drivable power delivery.  The head was converted to 
unleaded spec but the ports left as standard, whist a free flowing tubular exhaust 
manifold was fitted.  The manifold is very well insulated to keep up exhaust gas 
velocity.  The engine was fully balanced statically and dynamically. The end 
result is some 150BHP of very useful power that gives great performance and 
drivability. 
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Time and money budgets and how close to the target you stayed 
 
I took the decision that it was essential in achieving the final result to go for high 
quality paintwork and upholstery that would create the authentic look to the car.  
This meant that we went over budget here. However the result has been more 
than justified with a superb ripple free surface, with well maintained panel fit and 
gaps with strict attention to detail to reproduce the wired edge effect to the wheel 
arches.  The seats were specially made to the correct pattern. Time was exceeded 
not least due to Dad being temporarily disabled and much of the build was done 
effectively one handed! 
 
A breakdown of the complete costs follows: 
 

  Manuals and reference books     53.89 
  Chassis / body kit              4586.26 
  Front and rear axle including suspension           1363.42 
  Engine & gearbox purchase and rebuild           3037.52 
  Exhaust                 223.25 

Windscreen & weather equipment            1177.75 
Brightwork               1663.96 
Electrical               1224.55 
Clutch & brakes                883.46 
Fuel system                 365.87 
Engine cooling                386.91 
Tyres and wheels              1494.76 
Instruments                 460.81 
Paintwork               2410.00 
Interior trim               2907.40 
Miscellaneous                 716.89 
Total             23,104.11 

 
SVA problems 
 
When the car was completed and MOT'd successfully we took all the paperwork 
to the relevant local taxation office who were quite happy to allow the car its 
original registration number and data hence qualifying for the full road tax rebate. 
Subsequently I moved to Jersey and the requirements there made a SVA 
certificate mandatory so this was arranged in the UK at half the price it would 
have cost in Jersey! This presented a potential problem because the instruments 
were potentially out of SVA spec. Dad had a long meeting with the senior tester 
(who turned out to have been closely involved with the drafting of the SVA 
testers' manual!) and was carefully educated. 

 



 7

 
  

 
The critical part to understand is whereabouts in the car the regulations do not 
apply.  What was critical was that anything forward of the "steering wheel" was 
non-inspectable and the size of this zone depended on the diameter of the steering 
wheel to which a figure of approximately 4"on radius was added.  Thus all the 
instruments and switches except for the choke could be included in this zone by 
the appropriate choice of steering wheel diameter.  So a suitable early Sprite 
wheel was acquired because of diameter and that it fitted the MGB steering 
column and the diameter increased by fitting a thick padding (central heating pipe 
insulation) bound with wiring harness tape to give a soft rim.  Since a choke was 
not needed by the engine this was replaced by a grommet to seal the hole.  Great 
care had to be taken to ensure that all edge radii that the pedestrian might come 
into contact with were greater than the minimum of 2.5mm.  This included the 
back edges of the overriders, the hood fixing studs, and the use of non-eared hub 
spinners.  The hood could not be fitted as the side clamps on the windscreen 
would have failed it – but you are not required to have a hood, so no problems 
there! 
 
The thing you have to be really careful of is to have the engine rolling road tuned 
before presenting the car to ensure the tuning is giving the correct emissions data 
for the year of manufacture of the engine.  If you have a dual master cylinder and 
balance bar arrangement then the adjusting nuts must be through drilled and show 
evidence of the cross pins.  In practice all went well and the individuals at the 
SVA testing station were very fair minded. With the necessary certificate the car 
was readily accepted by the Jersey authorities but we did take care to present the 
car in exactly the same state as when it was inspected in England.  Incidentally, it 
was quite in order to apply padding and insulating tape locally at the time of SVA 
testing to ensure there are no radiuses out of spec!  This is essential on wheel nuts 
as the flats present sharp radii. 
 
Performance of car 
 
The car drives brilliantly, the suspension is compliant providing a supple ride and 
excellent road holding with a strong road performance.  The car rides noticeably 
quietly with no crashes, bangs or squeaks over rough roads.  Having said all that, 
I'm toying with the idea of uprating the front and rear suspension using Gerry's 
products – any advice or feedback from people who've used Gerry's mods would 
be very welcome! 
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Good bits and bad bits of build and ownership 
 
It took longer to build than was hoped (just under 2 years, rather than the 1 year 
anticipated), but achieving a high standard in all areas takes time and money.  
The sheer engineering excellence of Gerry’s design, quality and accuracy of 
manufacture made the build very straightforward. 
 
Future plans 
 
Dad has said he will not do another - he now has to get on with the restoration of 
his MG and wants the time to enjoy it. I am delighted by my Hawk AC Ace 
Replica – it has more than achieved all I want in a classic sports car. 
 
Specification 
 
Make / Model: MGB / AC Special. 
Coachwork: Hawk AC Ace. 
Colour: Antigua Blue. 
Chassis: 3½" round tube twin rail folded steel outriggers fully sealed. 
Engine: Triumph 2.5 TC bored out to the maximum +.060" condition to 

give nearly 2.6 litres.  Head skimmed to give the European high 
compression standard whilst the flywheel was lightened to TR5 
spec. 

Exhaust: Moss tubular free flow exhaust manifold with Hawk Cars pipe 
and silencer. 

Gearbox: Triumph 2.5 gearbox with overdrive.  Standard gearbox ratios. 
Suspension: Front:- MGB independent coil spring with wishbones. 
 Rear:- MGB semi-elliptical leaf springs. 
Steering: MGB rack and pinion. 
Brakes: Dual master cylinders with balance bar. 
Front: Triumph front calipers with MGB V8 discs. 
Rear: Standard rear drums. 
Rear Axle: Standard MGB.  Ratio:- 3.909:1. 
Wheels / Tyres: Chromed wire wheels with Avon 185 x R15 radial ply tyres. 
Interior: Red leather interior and black carpet trim to original spec.  

Black vinyl soft-top and black leather covered sidescreens to 
original spec. 

Other: Standard cooling with thermostatic fan, Kenlowe Hot Start 
 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
                                 Michael Taylor 
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Gumball! 
  
For a select few, that was the signal for 
America’s greatest road race.  From 
downtown New York to Long Beach, 
California.  Or at least, that’s how the 
film that starred a mean Cobra 427 
went!  

Well…we can’t promise you 
that, neither can we condone the road 
speeds that were achieved on that epic 
adventure.  But we wanted to recreate 
a former moment in Cobra Replica 
Club history.  In 1996, yours truly 
organized the CRC Gumball Rally 
which was where we picked up Cobras 
from the South East of England all the 
way up to Scotland.  I think we totalled 
about 8 cars.  That time, the goal was 
to spend three days driving around the 
borders of Scotland, visiting a number 
of distilleries and other local 
attractions. 
  This year (24/25/26 August), 
I’m offering an invitation to both 289 
Register and CRC members alike to 
join the convoy all the way up the A1 
until we get to our eventual destination 
– the Callender Classic Car Show (see 
http://www.closeratio.com/callander/b
ody_CCW.htm although please note 
they have the dates wrong!).  This is a 
weekend event but I suggest we travel 
up on the Friday to arrive there in good 
time.  There is camping on site, or a 
number of local B&Bs. 
  If you’re interested, please 
contact myself and Bill Telford (the 
289 Register Events Mgr), and we’ll 
work out a schedule. 
Colin Newbold = 
cpn@thelearningcurve.co.uk 
Bill Telford = 
kaiserbilly1@yahoo.co.uk 
  
Lets see if we can beat the previous 
total! 

 Colin Newbold 
 

My New Best Friend 
 
This article’s been a long time coming, 
given that the event it refers to was Sep 
2006 – but I guess in the greater 
scheme of things that doesn’t really 
matter much!  Point is, the editor’s 
always banging on about how little 
material he has to work with, so I 
decided to call his bluff.  Again!  Some 
of you will recognize that the car and I 
are no strangers to these pages – you’ll 
remember the two epic missives 
printed last year about my Cobra-
owning exploits.  My roll call of 
Cobras has now reached 8 in total, 
although I confidently predict that the 
one I’ve ended up with is here to stay.  
It’s a Hawk 289 and was ‘Miss April’ 
in this year’s Cobra Replica Club 
calendar.

 
 
So what’s the Sep 2006 story? 

It was how I met my two new 
best friends at Brands Hatch.  The one 
you’ll recognize is Derek Bell, winner 
of Le Mans more times than any other 
pilot.

The other is Will Arif, whom those of 
you who follow motor racing may 

http://www.closeratio.com/callander/body_CCW.htm
http://www.closeratio.com/callander/body_CCW.htm
mailto:cpn@thelearningcurve.co.uk
mailto:kaiserbilly1@yahoo.co.uk
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recognize as a very successful club 
racer for at least 30 years and now an 
instructor at Brands. 
 The occasion was the Circuit 
Driver magazine charity track day.  For 
the uninitiated, CD is a monthly 
magazine dedicated to those who drive 
tracks – both racers and track day 
enthusiasts alike.  The founder and 
chief editor Bob Mclaren died 
suddenly early last year from a sudden 
and aggressive form of cancer.  This 
event was a tribute to his life and work, 
with funds being directed to the Royal 
Marsden Hospital in London, where 
Bob saw out his last days. 
 So a sad occasion in some 
respects – but its what Bob would have 
wanted I’m sure.  Celebrity drivers on 
the day were Derek Bell and mark 
Hales.  Mark is the UK’s leading 
racer/journalist and now Managing 
Director of CD.  He’s a two times TVR 
Tuscan and BTCC Class Champion 
and is entrusted with racing Nick 
Mason’s Ten Tenths collection.  That 
said, he appeared somewhat aloof on 
the day and very much absorbed in 
giving hot rides in Nick Mason’s 
Mclaren F1.  I’m delighted to report 
that my Cobra kept the F1 behind us 
for over 5 laps on Brands’ short circuit.  
But I must own up to not being the 
pilot on that occasion – I had handed 
the tiller over to my new best friend, 
Will Arif!  He was about 5 secs a lap 
quicker than me on that day – and that 
was within just a few laps of never 
having driven the Hawk before!  He 
was gracious enough however to point 
out to me that he’d spent a lifetime 
perfecting his craft – it was after all his 
day job!  Since then I’ve seen him race 
a number of other people’s cars and 
he’s always very quick off the mark 
and more often a winner. 
 During the day – one of last 
summer’s scorchers – Will seemed to 
be hanging around our pit garage a lot.  
I guess it must be my magnetic 

personality, my wit and repartee (well 
it would be – after all that’s my day 
job, being something of a comedian!). 
 My buddies and I had taken 
two cars that day – the Cobra and also 
a Van Diemen Multisport, which I co-
own with a guy called Andy. 

  
We’re neither of us racing drivers 
(unlike some of your readers) but 
kinda fancy ourselves behind the wheel 
anyway!  Actually, the VDM is an 
absolute hoot to drive.  It weighs about 
600k all up and is powered by a 
breathed on 2.0 Zetec engine which is 
mounted transversely behind the 
driver, giving excellent balance. 

  
In the VDM, 53 sec laps are easily 
possible on the Brands Indy circuit, 
which I’m embarrassed to say is 
actually about 3-4 secs a lap quicker 
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than the Cob, despite its 180bhp 
advantage!  (And that’s with Will 
driving both, not your truly!  He is 
consistently 2-3 secs a lap quicker in 
each car than I’ve ever managed.  
Never mind…he’s my benchmark and 
something to aspire to). 
 So what first drew him into our 
pit garage that day?  We’d been 
experiencing excessive front end 
vibration in the VDM down the main 
straight and he could clearly see it 
from the pit wall.  This made the car 
almost impossible to drive at full chat.  
He suggested a variety of checks – 
none of which seemed to make a 
difference.  The last thing to have 
changed before this event was adding a 
front splitter, so the obvious final 
conclusion was that we has somehow 
adversely affected the aero package 
and it had to come off.  Major result!  
Just goes to show that what looks good 
and seems to follow best practice race 
car design can actually be a liability in 
amateur hands.  Its stayed off ever 
since, seemingly without any detriment 
to overall lap times (not that we time 
our laps on track days of course – that 
would be totally irresponsible (!)). 
 Now that we’d fixed the VDM, 
Will was still hanging around, so, after 
giving me some instruction in that car, 
I asked him if he wanted a go in the 
Hawk.  You can guess his response, 
which is how I got to experience the 
car being driven very well indeed – 59 
sec laps at first, dropping down to a 57 
eventually.  It was partly his feedback 
that day – especially on the poor 
quality of my brakes – which led me to 
strip the car back last winter and make 
improvements (but more of that in a 
later article Roger, ain’t no stopping 
me now). 
 I found his comments 
particularly interesting when he 
compared driving my Hawk to a real 
Cobra 289.  Apparently, he had been 
asked by a wealthy gentleman racer to 

be his co-pilot on the previous year’s 
Tour Britannica, and ended up doing 
all the circuit events.  That car was a 
1964 MkII 289, on ordinary wires and 
road tyres.  I was delighted to hear that 
mine was a lot easier to drive, quicker 
and with more predictable handling. 
 And so to the highlight of the 
day – my second new best friend, 
Derek Bell. 
 Derek seemed to be more 
approachable than Mark Hales and I 
asked Will if he knew Derek well 
enough to introduce me.  No sooner 
said than done, which is how we ended 
up with our arms around each other! 

 
Actually he turned out to be really 
charming and very interested in me 
and my buddies, plus the Hawk as well 
as the Van Diemen.  Genuinely a top 
bloke.  I offered him a drive of the 
Hawk but he politely refused saying 
that his schedule didn’t permit it.  
Shame!  That really would have been 
one for the grandchildren!  After 
talking to us at length and posing for 
the obligatory piccies, he bade his 
farewell and went back to his adoring 
fans.  

This Hawk of mine is proving 
something of a magnet, given that we 
already made the front page of the 
Arnage local paper during last year’s 
Le Mans Classic, not to mention the 
CRC 2007 Calendar.  Now Derek Bell.  
What’s next….Lewis Hamilton’s 
wedding car?  Who knows.  Watch this 
space. 

Colin Newbold 
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The 289 Register National Meeting 
 

At the 
Silverstone Classic 27 - 29th July 2007 

 
 
If last years event is anything to go by, Silverstone in July promises to be a real treat. Last 
year there were 22 races with over 800 competitors in some of the most fantastic machinery 
you could wish to see. Add to this a dedicated car park for The 289 Register in the centre of 
the circuit and it was stuff dreams are made of. 
 
This year promises to be event better, especially from the 289 perspective and includes a 
number of awards, as you will see below. Full details of the events on and off track can be 
found below. Make sure you book your tickets in advance, and we look forward to seeing you 
there. 
 
Follow website links to: 
 
Silverstone Tickets 
Timetable for Saturday 
Photo Opportunity 
289 Register Awards 
289 Register Tankards 
Silverstone Circuit site 
 

Silverstone tickets 
 
To order your tickets, telephone the Silverstone hotline on 08704 588260, and quote the code 
that Bill Telford provided in his e-mail dated 4th April. If you have lost that e-mail, contact Bill at 
kaiserbilly1@yahoo.co.uk.  
 
There is a special 2 for the price of one offer to participating club members, buy 1 ticket at full 
price get the other one free. 
 
Pricing as follows 
  
Friday 27th £15  (£7.50 per head) 
Saturday 28th £20  (£10.00 per head) 
Sunday 29th   £20 (£10.00 per head) 
3 day ticket  £35  (£17.50 per head) 
  
This also gets you free parking on the 289 Register stand in the centre of the circuit, passes 
for which will be distributed by Bill Telford nearer the date, free grandstand and paddock 
access and a map indicating directions to the club stand 
 
Once you book tickets please let Bill know using the email address above. 

http://www.silverstone.co.uk/htm/ra_silverstoneclassic.php
mailto:kaiserbilly1@yahoo.co.uk
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Timetable for Saturday 
 
This promises to see one of the largest gatherings of 289’s in recent times, probably 20 cars 
or more in attendance. Saturday will also be the day for The 289 Register AGM. 

 
Timetable 

Saturday 28th July 
 

 
07.00 Circuit opens 
 
08.00 Club stand open for arrival 

 
09.00 Register at Club caravan 
 
09.45 First race 
“The Mike Hailwood Trophy” 
 
10.30  Judging of “Gerry Hawkridge Trophy” commences 
 
11.00 onwards Portfolio photography opportunity with Alan Miller 
(www.alsimages.net) 
 
14.00  Official club group photograph at The 289 Register stand 
 
17.00  Judging for “GHT” trophy finishes 
 
17.30  The 289 Register awards ceremony & photographs 
 
18.00  The 289 Register AGM 
 
18.00 to 23.30 Pig roast @ Scarf & Goggles plus live entertainment 
 
19.30 to 21.00 Dusk race 
“The Denny Hulme Silverstone Endurance Trophy” 
 
00.00 Circuit closes 

 
All of the 289 activities will take place on The 289 Register club stand. Also take in as many of 
the races as you can during the day, plus visit the paddock and trade stands, whilst enjoying 
the atmosphere of this great event. 
 
 

Photo Opportunity 
 
Alan Miller, www.alsimages.net, has agreed to be the “official” photographer at this years 289 
Register National Meeting. Check out his web site above to see examples of his stunning 
work. 
 
Apart from taking general photos, Alan is offering 289 Register members a special “one off” 
price on the day of £199.00 to have a bound photographed portfolio of your 289 taken during 
the day. Normal price for this bound portfolio would be £250.00 
 
Please indicate if you are interested in this exclusive opportunity by emailing Bill Telford at  
kaiserbilly1@yahoo.co.uk or by telephone, 07876 211785  

http://www.alsimages.net/
mailto:kaiserbilly1@yahoo.co.uk
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289 Register Awards 
 
For 2007 there will be 4 awards at this years national meeting at Silverstone. All 
awards are held for one year apart from the Anorak award that will be retained by the 
winner. Pictures of the awards can also be found below. 
 
 
 

1) The Gerry Hawkridge Trophy 
  For the best car on the day as voted for by the members attending. 
 
2) The 289 “High Miler” Award 
  To the Member who has travelled the farthest distance in their 289 to  
  Silverstone. 

 
3) The 289 “Anorak” Award 
  Awarded for no reason in particular to the person that is a real “anorak” 
 
4) The Presidents Cup 
 Awarded to the person who, in the opinion of members, has made an 

outstanding contribution towards The 289 Register. Club members should 
vote in advance by email to peter.coombes@tiscali.co.uk or vote on the day 
at Silverstone. 

 
 
 
 

289 Register Tankards 
 

The 289 Register tankards will be available at 
Silverstone. This is the Haworth tankard with 
the 289 logo and Register text in silver.  
 
One great advantage of buying and collecting 
these tankards at Silverstone is that you pay no 
postage costs. 
 
The tankards normally cost £9.99 each but at 
Silverstone 
 

Only £7.79 each 
 
Send your requirements to 
stubberfields@btinternet.com or by calling 
01252 724804 so I know how much ballast the 
289 will need to bring!! 

mailto:peter.coombes@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:stubberfields@btinternet.com
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Cobra Replica Tee Shirts 

These can be made up to order for members, and they will be priced @ £14.99 
each.Members will need to place an order prior to Silverstone, or on the day at Silverstone, as 
the offer ends then.    Place your order with Bill Telford @ kaiserbilly1@yahoo.co.uk 

The 289 Register 
AGM 
2007 

 
 

The club will hold it’s AGM at this years national meeting at Silverstone, on Saturday 28th July 
@ 18.00 on the club stand. 
This will be at the end of the daytime racing and prior to the dusk race. 
An agenda will be put together prior to the meeting, so please forward any questions that you 
may have to Peter Coombes at the details below, or simply put your question forward on the 
day. 
This is your opportunity to have input into YOUR club. 
 
Peter.coombes@tiscali.co.uk 
 
Peter Coombes 
7 Poltimore Rd 
Guildford 
Surrey 
GU2 7PT 

  

Please support your club 

mailto:kaiserbilly1@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:Peter.coombes@tiscali.co.uk
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Cookie’s Chatter,  

Jan 2003. 
 
 
Welcome to 2003. I hope you all have 
a prosperous and successful year with 
many hours of  Cobra time under your 
belts.  
The SVA test 
When I took my Hawk FIA for the 
SVA test, I was given good advice by 
Neil Foreman, who builds the beautiful 
Foreman Can-Am. His words were as 
follows and I recommend his wisdom 
as given. 
“Do your best to prepare the car and 
eliminate the obvious but do not worry 
unduly as your car will fail. Put right 
the faults as prescribed on the refusal 
sheet, then you know the retest will be 
OK”.  
 
I must confess that I wasn’t convinced 
of this argument and fretted for days 
but it was subsequently spot on. There 
are times when it isn’t worth getting in 
a stew over something outside your 
control. 
The test day was bright without the 
usual Rain, so the journey to 
Gillingham was at least pleasant even 
if the SVA test felt like a tooth 
extraction. 
This was to be the second drive on the 
road, the first was to give the Cobra a 
thorough going over. My friend Willy 
runs an MOT station and set about  
finding something wrong. Heaven be 
praised, there wasn’t much at fault, 
lights were checked and moved, brakes 
were adjusted on the Tilton balance 
System and a tab washer was bent over 
on the front suspension. The purpose 
of taking the Hawk for an MOT was to 
attempt to bed in the brakes and drive 
the car legally on the road as prep for 
the SVA. (To register the Hawk an 
MOT will be required any way.) 

I was pleasantly pleased to find the 
Gillingham Vehicle Inspectorate Mr G 
Palfreyman to be an unbiased and very 
enthusiastic man. He had a mandate to 
ensure that my Hawk was built to the 
required standard and stuck rigidly to 
his set of rules. (P.S. He is building a 
locost from scratch. Will it will pass 
the test first time?) 
I would point out that within a few 
minutes of the examination starting I 
realised that all the old secret dodges 
that we, the Kit Car Industry had got 
away with have been found out and 
covered by a new set of rules. e.g.‘A 
Car is Born’-this TV series was full of 
tips on how to pull the wool over the 
inspectorates eyes. I believe they use 
this as a training film. No longer is 
anything allowed on the car that is not 
permanent, i.e. covering up non 
compliant nut edges with pipe lagging 
etc. The oil cooler in the front nose of 
the Hawk was exposed I had very 
neatly taped around the nuts with 
foam, what a waste of time-this was it 
meant instant failure as it was taken 
off.  
Another reason for my failure was the 
steering wheel, the new regulations 
enforce the fitting of a type approved 
wheel and boss. The VI said that if I 
fitted an MGB Wheel and boss it 
would pass, he went on to explain that 
if you use a Sierra column then it 
should be fitted with a Sierra wheel 
etc. Gerry Hawkrigde is currently 
finding a type approved after- market 
wheel for use on all Hawks.  
I also tried to cheat a little as the rear 
wheels were fitted with spinners (the 
nuts were still in transit) I zip tied two 
wheel disks into the hubs. You 
couldn’t see the spinners but this 
bought about instant failure again as 
they were not permanent. (Silly me).  
Another sticking point was the plug 
leads. These were supplied with the 
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engine, I had to prove that they were 
suppressed, fortunately I had the box in 
the boot and this stated they were 
suppressed. Just a little warning! 
All together the VI found 9 fail points 
Ugh! 

1. Drivers seat not fixed good 
enough(larger washers fixed 
this) 

2. Fog lamp to low must be 
250mm to lowest edge. (minor 
problem) 

3. Sharp edges in front aperture ( 
see above-fitted front grill) 

4. Non Type approved steering 
wheel. (under investigation) 

5. Lose wiring in front aperture.  
6. Spinners covered by temporary 

discs (fit nuts) 
7. Brake warning light not marked 

in an approved manner 
(Stafford has supplied correct 
one) 

8. Speedometer running to fast 
(its electronic and will need 
further adjustment) 

9. Chassis number on engine plate 
incorrect (missed off the word 
HAWK-new chassis plate to be 
made). 

So none of the fail points are drastic, 
most of them with hindsight could 
have been sorted out before the test but 
there is a new set of rules recently 
installed and they are constantly being 
upgraded as the VI discover, the little 
ruses employed by the industry to pass 
this statutory test. 
I tried to cheat twice and was found 
out. So was it worth it? It certainly 
didn’t do me any good as the car 
failed. I think it will be more and more 
incumbent upon the manufacturers to 
ensure that their products are 100% 
SVA compliant and supply more and 
more good advice that will ensure a 
first time pass. 
I would solicit your views: What is 
your opinion of replica builders that fit 
modern components to pass the SVA 

test then replace these with 
reproduction or original parts. 
Can anyone tell me is the car insured, 
if an accident is made worse by one of 
these replacement components i.e. 
Spinners damaging a pedestrian? ( I 
will be fitting specially made nuts) 
If this practice is seen to be wide 
spread will the authorities bring in yet 
more rules? Are the repro men playing 
with fire? 
Write to Peter with your opinions, 
controversial or not. 
Your SVA stories and views would 
also be welcome.  
Regards to you all. 
PS. Fitted with a metro steering wheel 
Elsie has now passed the SVA test. 
She’s now off to NF developments for 
spraying. More next issue. 
John ‘Cookie’ Cooke  Cookie-
2000@fsbdial.co.uk  01233 713878  
www.carshows,co,uk  
www.totalkitcar.com 
 
 
 

AC Cobra MkIV  
 
How do you follow a Hawk 289?  
After 5 happy years of owning and 
driving a Hawk I thought perhaps it 
was time to try something else – but 
what?  In such a situation what else 
does one do but phone Gerry 
Hawkridge!   “Gerry, I’m thinking 
about selling my 289 and buying 
something else.  What do you think 
 about Mk IV’s?” 

mailto:Cookie-2000@fsbdial.co.uk
mailto:Cookie-2000@fsbdial.co.uk
http://www.carshows,co,uk/
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“A British sports car built to Rolls 
Royce standards but it’s not a Cobra”, 
says Gerry, “think grown up Mazda 
MX5.  Why not build a Kirkham?” 
I mulled over the advice given.  To me 
a Cobra really means a MkII car – they 
were the ones that took my 
imagination, and the race track, by 
storm back in the early 60’s and that 
was why I bought my Hawk in the first 
place.  With original 289’s now going 
at auction for more than the UK GDP I 
would be afraid to drive one even if I 
could afford it.  A Kirkham would 
provide the same driving experience 
but my free time is limited so I quickly 
decided to put that one on my list of 
retirement projects (its important to 
plan ahead!).   So, with Gerry’s advice 
burning in my ears (it’s a nice car but it 
isn’t a Cobra) I started looking around 
for Mk IV cars – after all, they were 
made by some of the same people, 
used basically the same components 
and had the aluminium bodies made on 
the same wooden bucks as the 427’s, 
how different could they really be? 
 I had just sold my Hawk to a 
dealer in Germany (that is a story in 
itself – the guy flew in from Cologne, I 
met him at Stansted with the car (he 
hadn’t seen it up until this point), 
drove him to the nearest NatWest 
bank, he opened his holdall and handed 
the cashier a large quantity of £20 
notes.  She counted it, credited it to my 
account, I handed over the  keys and he 
drove off to Dover!).  Over coffee he 
mentioned that he had seen a UK based 
Mk IV for sale on a website in 
Germany.  After arriving home he sent 
me the weblink and I ended up buying 
the car! 
 So now I am the proud owner 
of a beautiful silver grey, aluminium 
bodied car that carries the AC badge.  
 When the factory was making 
Mk IV’s you could literally specify 
whatever you wanted (even including 
an original 427 side-oiler engine).  As 

a result no two cars seem to be quite 
the same.  Mine was made in 1993 and 
was on the AC stand at the motor show 
that year – it is as standard as they 
come.  Because they were made to 
comply with all the US and European 
regulations in force at that time they 
have some very un-Mark II like detail 
features – side repeaters for the 
indicators, energy absorbing bumpers, 
a return to the (removal) T-handle 
bonnet locks and triple windscreen 
wipers.  Externally it looks very 
similar to a 427 Cobra/AC 289 as you 
might expect.   
 The standard spec called for a 
fuel injected Ford 302 EFI engine.  
Thanks to the new emission 
regulations that came in in 1992 it 
produces a measly 225 BHP/ 300ft lbs 
torque.  

The gearbox, drive train and 
suspension are basically the 1990’s 
version of the same components that 
were used on the AC 289 – Borg 
Warner gearbox (T5 versus T10), 
Salisbury limited slip differential, 
independent double wish bone 
suspension all round (Koni versus 
Girling coil-over shocks). 
 So, what is it like to drive?  The 
very first impression on getting into 
car is how well made and solid it is.  
The dash board, seats and doors are 
hand trimmed in black Connelly 
leather.  The carpets are pure wool 
black Wilton (including the boot which 
is fully carpeted).  The gauges are 
Smiths instruments but all are of the 
electric variety rather than mechanical.  
The switch gear is pure Ford Escort RS 
2000 but the lay out is better than a Mk 
II with everything coming easily to 
hand.  The seating position feels a little 
high but is very comfortable.  Overall 
the impression is of top quality even 
down to the leather tool roll in the boot 
fitted with a set of “Snap On” tools.  
But then you have to remember that at 
the beginning of 1993 the list price for 
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these cars was literally a few quid short of £100,000!  Brian Angliss had made a 
determined effort to aim these cars at the top end of the market hence the build quality 
and the price tag.  But all this quality, and the change in regulations, had a price – the 
kerb weight of the car went up and the power of the engine went down.  This all 
becomes apparent when you start the car – it starts first time (every time) and is as 
quiet as a mouse.  The clutch is still a little on the heavy side and 1st gear selects with 
a reassuringly familiar notchiness.  As you pull away, the second big difference 
becomes apparent – how light the steering is.  I’m used to having to wrestle the 
steering at low speed – the Mark IV however is really light by comparison.  The next 
thing you notice is how powerful the brakes are.  I could never bring myself to put a 
brake servo on the Hawk so I am used to really putting some weight behind my foot – 
nothing could be further from the truth on this car.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Once underway the car feels stable at all speeds, if a bit sluggish on acceleration and 
is a very civilised drive.  And that in a way sums up the difference between this car 
and a “proper” Cobra – this is a very civilised machine, much closer in character to a 
modern sports car than an original Cobra.  So that is going to have to change – watch 
this space!   

 
 Rick Potter 

 

www.the289register.com  
 

Website update, we have had quite a few months of good activity on the website the 
number of people visiting the website has increased as can be seen below we are over 
55,000+ hits per month, outstanding! 
 

http://www.the289register.com/


 20 

 
 

The best news we have is the forum for members and visits is increasing in usage 
since the new changes have a look if you have not been before go to 
www.the289register.com and click forum. Members have provided some very useful 
tips. 
 
The following graph shows the directories that are accessed, forum is (phpBB2), 
gallery is the top access, would like to see an increase in members usage.  
 

 
Due to Richard’s hard work the member’s area has transformed and we now have a 
split area grouping technical articles from all previous newsletters.  
 
I’m currently investigating a load area for members so video, pictures, etc. can be 
loaded. This will mean moving hosting companies to reduce cost.  
 

http://www.the289register.com/
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Anyway, enjoy the weather but checkout the web site. The  login for the Members 
area is: 
 
Username: club289 
Password: daytona (all lower case) 
 
 

Richard Stubberfield & John Abel 
 
 

289 Le Mans – making the all weather 
driving experience a little more civilised 
 
Some of you may remember a couple 
of articles I wrote last year in the 289 
newsletter about my Hawk Le Mans 
build, which at that time had just 
completed the SVA test. During 
summer 2006, it had a trip to 
Sovereign Coachworks down at St 
Leonard’s, and returned in a superbly 
finished, but slightly startling shade of 
pale metallic green. Gordon and his 
team at Sovereign were a bit surprised, 
but this was the closest colour I could 
find to match the original 1963 39PH, 
before it was repainted in red by the 
John Wilment team, after its first Le 
Mans success. However, if you are 
totally obsessive about Cobra 
originality, you had better look away 
now….the following changes may not 
be approved. 
 
Over the winter I planned to start the 
fitting out of the cockpit, but it was 
obvious that something had to be done 
first about the hardtop and side 
screens, and the two triangular holes 
where they met the windscreen. I‘d 
driven the car to a friend’s house, 
parked overnight outside and come out 
in the morning after an overnight 
downpour to find two inches of water 
slopping about in the passenger foot 
well. As well as that, the screens 
waved about at the top at speed, rattled 
like crazy, and were clearly originally 

designed to be used with the soft top. 
The hardtop also trapped a lot of 
engine and road noise – and it seemed 
far better to leave both hardtop and 
screens in the garage, even during the 
winter! 
 
Hardtop lining  
The first step was to line the inside of 
the hardtop. There are various ways to 
do this, but after consulting several 
people I took the advice of Les at 
Polyfacto in Hailsham, who 
recommended using black carpet, 
similar to the stuff he uses to line the 
bottom run of the 289 side screens. 
Apparently, other materials tend to 
come unstuck in hot weather. I 
wondered whether to attempt to do this 
myself, but decided that I would leave 
it to the experts at Polyfacto – and 
looking at the clever way they cut the 
carpet so it fits so snuggly into the 
heavily radiussed parts of the roof, I’m 
sure that was the right decision. 
 
The next stage of trimming at 
Polyfacto was to protect the carpet 
edge around the side window 
openings, with a black edge trim. This 
clips over the inner edge of the 
fibreglass and carpet and follows the 
hockey stick shape. Elsewhere, around 
the front and rear edges of the hardtop, 
Polyfacto finished off the carpet edges 
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without the need of any more trim, and 
the carpet is caught neatly under the 
edge of the rubber seal around the rear 
window – incidentally, a very good 
reason for using a rubber seal, rather 
than the bolted in method of rear 
window installation, which is the more 
original method. They also finished off 
the carpet around the fuel filler 
depression extremely cleverly. I’m 
sure I could never have done this job 
so professionally myself. The result is 
in keeping with the race car, even if 
not completely original in appearance. 
http://www.polyfacto.co.uk 
 
Gutters over the side screens 
When I got the hardtop back home, I 
realised that the new black strip pushed 
the side screens out even further than 
before, so that the edges were well out 
in the slip stream. Gerry came up with 
the solution, and provided some 1” 
aluminium J section, which I’ve used 
to form a gutter round the side window 
openings. And, there is a 4” length of J 
section at each front corner of the 
hardtop, extending the gutters to the 
windscreen legs. These extensions left 
small triangular holes, which I filled 
with Evo-stik Super Fix putty, which is 
really easy to use, sets quickly and will 
take paint, when I get round to it.. 

This is a lot easier to show than 
describe, it just catches the front end of 
the side screen channel as the door 
closes, and stops the screens blowing 
outwards at speed. The gutters shield 
the top part of the leading edge, and all 
of the top and trailing edges of the side 
screens from the weather, and also 

protect the paintwork of the hardtop, 
where I constantly bang my head 
getting in or out of the car. (A flat cap 
is required for baldies like me!). 
  
I used the side screens themselves as a 
former to bend the alloy gutters to the 
right shape, and 3 mm rivets to fix the 
strips to the hardtop – you may need a 
double row at the back, because you 
have to put a slight twist to run round 
the rear of the curved hardtop section. 
The gutter is about 34” long, projects 
from the roof line ¼”, and the line of 
rivets needs to be offset to the inside to 
avoid the thick part of the fibreglass 
edge of the hardtop. The only 
downside is I have to remember, when 
closing the doors, to ensure the side 
screens are caught inside the front 
gutter extension, but I’m sure there is a 
clever solution to this.   
 
Kick plates 
The same alloy J section can be used to 
form matching kick plates around the 
door openings.  The trick here is to 
remember where you ran the rear 
wiring harness, all those years ago, 
before you drill and rivet. The kick 
plates help to catch the edge of the 
carpets on the vertical sill face inside 
the car, as well as protect the 
paintwork round the doors. My kick 
plates were 30” long (all I had left!) 
but could perhaps be a little longer.  
 
Side screen rubber mountings 
The final stage of making the 289 Le 
Mans a quieter drive is to tackle the 
door mounting holes of the side 
screens, which need to be firm, but 
have some “give”. I’ve found it best to 
put a thin rubber or fibre washer under 
the head of the alloy bush, and stretch 
some rubber engine breather tube over 
the threaded part. Then I enlarged my 
original holes in the top of the doors so 
that the bushes became an interference 
fit. On my car some adjustment to the 

http://www.polyfacto.co.uk/
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side screen mounting was needed after 
all the changes, and the hole 
enlargement to 16mm allowed me to 
offset the location slightly. I also had 
to adjust the height of the side screens, 
with rubber washers or tube off cuts, 
mounted on the spigots. 
 
And finally - filling the tank 
A particular problem with the Le Mans 
is filling the tank with the roof on, 
because you can’t easily see the petrol 
level in the tank. Also, the pump 
nozzle does not reach the tank, so the 
automatic shutoff does not work when 
the tank is nearly full, and petrol 
suddenly pours out of the breather 
pipe. I’ve many times ended up 
shoveling sand onto petrol station 
forecourts, which is rather 
embarrassing. The secret is to fill the 
tank slowly, listen very carefully when 
filling, and release the trigger 
immediately the splashing in the tank 
stops. I can never get more than 30 
litres in the tank at one fill up. 
 
Overall… 
So, my Le Mans is now a little quieter, 
a lot more weathertight, and much 
smarter looking. I have not yet 
managed to stop the flaps at the bottom 
of the side screens lifting at 65-70mph, 
but realistically this car is never going 
to be completely rain proof. 
Nevertheless if your priority is all the 
year round motoring, and you are not 
obsessive about Cobra originality, the 
changes above are worthwhile and 
civilising improvements. In the 
summer, let’s face it, the Hawk is 
much more fun to drive without the 
hardtop! 
 

John Coward 
 
 
 
 
 

A brief note regarding copy 
 
The editor would really (and I mean 
really) appreciate the introduction of a 
set of style rules for the newsletter, 
which would make both his and your 
jobs a lot easier. 
 
Please send your text just as that:  text, 
preferably in TNR, but that’s not so 
important – no pictures, no coloured 
text (web addresses, etc.) and, please, 
no frames! 
 
Please send pictures as separate, 
simple jpeg files, not inserted into the 
text, and not in frames.  Don’t worry 
about the colour – I’ll have to convert 
it to grayscale anyway. 
 
If you want to be a real pro, I’d like 
main titles in TNR 22pt It Bold, 
subheadings in TNR 14pt It Bold, 
single spaced and letter paragraphed. 
 
But mainly, just send something. 
 
See you at Silverstone, 
 

Roger 
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Late News 
 

Circuit Access  for Silverstone                   

Access to the circuit for club members is from 07.00 (general public from 08.00). All cars 
must be on stand by 10.00 each day, this is a requirement of Silverstone. 

Also there will be no movement of cars during the day (Health & Safety reasons) until 17.00 
each day. 

Vehicle passes. There will be a different colour coded pass for each day, these must be 
displayed in a prominent place on your vehicle, with your registration number marked on 
them. Bill Telford needs to know which days you are attending so that he can issue you with 
the right passes. 

Arrival. On arrival follow signage for “Club Car Park / Ticket check”. 

You will be guided from Dadford Rd through gate WEST 4 and into Car Park 49, over the 
road bridge to the centre display area, and then onto the club stand. A map will follow nearer 
the date. 

 
 

We are hoping that Gerry Hawkridge will be 
attending to present the Gerry Hawkridge Trophy 
in person on Saturday. 


