My Hawk build part 22 by Stuart Clarke
Finishing off at the back.
The list of things to do is starting to get shorter. Could this mean that the end is
nearly in sight?
I don’t think so!
I would imagine that it’s just the list of things that I’ve remembered that I still need
to do is getting shorter. But hey ho, little rant over it’s time to crack on again.
Boot latch handle.
Again I bought the bits from Gerry.

Everything needed to do the job was supplied in the kit. This was without doubt
one of the simplest things that I’ve done on the Hawk and apart from scratching
the gel coat when the drill slipped when trying to drill the pilot on one of the
raised marks on the gel coat, I didn’t need to modify or measure anything.

There are three raised marks on the rear boot lid. The centre one I cut out using
a 20mm holesaw and just needed to give it a light sanding with the dremel just to
increase it slightly. The outer two marks are for the fixing screws. I drilled and
tapped them to the right size for the screws (my screws were M6).
Then the latch mechanism screws to the spacer plate using the 1 counter sunk
screw and the two screws that fit the handle to the boot lid screw through the
handle mounting holes, through the boot lid into the spacer plate.

The GRP at the back on the lower lip has all the markings needed to fit the catch
plate.

There are two holes for the mounting screws that need to be drilled and tapped
and the slot that needs to be cut. (The slot needs to be cut longer than just the
hole in the catch plate to enable the catch to engage under the plate. I cut it twice
as long)
It worked a treat
Now that everything is fitted at the back end, I could finally refit the spare wheel
well. I was determined that this was going to fit without having to remove the fuel
tank as being able to remove the wheel well, would make maintenance in the
future so much easier. There is a generous lip on the fibreglass wheel well
supplied with the body and chassis. After a bit of measuring I worked out that it
was do-able. I cut a cardboard template to the extremities of the wheelwell lip laid
it over the hole in the boot and marked out with masking tape the maximum that I
could grind and cut the hole out to without going too far.
After a few attempts of cutting and checking…..

… dropped in no problems and also it lifted out easily.
I then painted around the cut edge of the GRP boot floor. Gerry said it’s best not
to use sealant around the GRP as this can hold in moisture. My thinking was that
the painted edge would hopefully prevent any moisture ingress into the GRP
layers. I fixed it down with M4 Counter sunk socket screws. Drilled and tapped.

Just the job.

Next up was to fit the fuel tank breather valve. Some people don’t fit these and
just use an open ended vent pipe. I bought a proper valve which is supposed to
let air in and out but prevents fuel leaking out. Not fitting one of these has led to
failures under the IVA so my opinion is that it’s better to fit one than not to.
The valve needs to be mounted vertically, and as they can only be connected
one way up, in order for the valve to work correctly, the vent pipe (that was fitted
when I fitted the fuel tank previously) needs to be snaked down and back up. I
used P clips to fix the valve and to fix the vent pipe without any kinks.

I was really happy with the result and this view, that I’ve taken, can only be seen
with a great deal of difficulty.
Only a couple more things left to do at the back now.
I’d toyed with the idea of how to keep the boot open, I did a great deal of work
with gas struts and various struts and wasn’t happy with any of them.
Gerry offers a solution very similar to the MGB Bonnet strut. It is very reasonably
priced and it works.

Only the fasteners are needed to install it.
The inside lip of the boot is marked with the locations and a suitable location
needs to be determined at the other end on the boot lid.

I drilled and tapped the holes to M6 and used some nice rounded head socket
screws with washers and lock nuts on the back.
I then got inside the boot (with the spare wheel well removed) as even though the
diet has had its successes, I’m still not that skinny. I shut the boot lid and offered
up the other end of the strut. Opening the boot I checked the operation and after
a couple of open / shut and reposition maneuvers, I was happy with the result
and marked the holes on the inside skin of the boot lid. These holes were drilled
and tapped to M5 and the other end was attached in position.

Sorted.
I refitted the spare wheel well and that was that.
Oh one last thing, I found out that those nasty reflectors I had fitted may not pass
the IVA as even though they were e-marked, the edge radius may still be an
issue. Just to be on the safe side I went to S-V-C and ordered some compatible
Lucas reflectors. They aren’t as cheap as the others but they do look better.

